[Is aging a medical risk factor? (author's transl)].
Morphological and functional peculiarities appear with increasing age. Senile changes often cause the well known clinical picture and complications to appear different phenomenologically and in their course. Thus particular tonic conditions of the esophagus are found, the senile ulcer is typical and even the small and large intestines show characteristic findings. Finally, according to age care must be taken in diagnostic and therapeutic measures, otherwise slight iatrogenic damage may occur. Age consequently presents a risk through organic and functional changes which must be allowed for in all our classifications and observations.